From Hongu pilgrims either went by boat down the Kumano-gawa River
to Kumano Hayatama Taisha or over land by means of the Kogumotori-
goe and Ogumotori-goe sections to Kumano Nachi Taisha, site of
Nachi-no-Otaki, the tallest waterfall in Japan. When taking the overland
route most people stay the night in the small community of Koguchi. The
trail leaving from Koguchi towards Nachi is a long steep climb which
passes the Waroda-ishi rock where the deities of Kumano are said to
meet. The Funami-toge pass has wonderful views onto the vastness of
the Pacific Ocean. The Ogumotori-goe is the more difficult of the two.

There are two routes that connect to Yunomine Onsen in Hongu. One
is the called the Akagi-goe route and runs from close to Funatama-jinja
on the main route. The other one runs from Kumano Hongu Taisha over a
short but steep pass which is called the Dainichi-goe route. Yunomine
Onsen is one of the oldest onsens in Japan and was used for purification
rites. It is well known for its medical efficacy and there are many legends
about pilgrims recovering from incurable diseases after bathing here.
Yunomine is also the site of Tsuboyu, a small cabin with an onsen bath
build into the creek bed. It is the only Hot Spring in the world that you can
bath in that is registered as UNESCO World Heritage.

Buddhist temple complex of
Koyasan with Kumano. It runs down the central part of the Kii Peninsula
and is one of the toughest routes of the Kumano Kodo, passing over three
peaks of over 1000 meters along its
70km length. The last day of the
walk is from Totsukawa Onsen to
Kumano Hongu Taisha and leads
over the Hatenashi-toge pass. 33
stone statues of Kannon line the trail
keeping watch over pilgrims as they
struggle their way towards their
sacred goal.



